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Highlights
Exchange of views with the European Food and Safety Authority (EFSA)

AGRI Members will exchange views on 11 April at 15.00 with the
Executive Director of the European Food and Safety Authority
(EFSA), Dr Bernhard Url, who will present recent EFSA activities
relevant for the agricultural sector.  EFSA, established by
Regulation 178/2002 laying down the principles of EU food law,
is the source of scientific advice and communication on risks
associated with the food chain and operates independently of
the Commission, Council, Parliament and Member States.

The consequences of climate change policies for EU agriculture: study

Kaley Hart & Ben Allen, from the Institute for Environment
Policy (IEEP, UK) will present a study requested by the
Committee on 'The consequences of climate change policies for
EU agriculture. Follow-up to the COP21 - UN Paris Climate
Change Conference'. The study looks specifically at the role that
the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) plays in supporting
climate action within the agriculture sector and considers how
the CAP might evolve post 2020 to reduce GHG emissions from
the agricultural sector and adapting it to climate change.
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European Court of Auditors’ report on EU budget on climate action

Mr Phil Wynn Owen, Dean of Chamber I of the European Court
of Auditors, will present to AGRI Members on 12 April at 15.00
the findings of the ECA’s Special Report No 31/2016 entitled
“Spending at least one euro in every five from the EU budget on
climate action” : ambitious work underway, but at serious risk
of falling short”, with a special focus on agricultural spending.
The EU has agreed that in order to respond to climate change
and the associated substantial investment needs, at least 20 %
of its budget for 2014-2020 should be spent on climate-related
action. The ECA Special Report aims to see whether this goal is
going to be achieved.

Work in progress

2018 Budget - Mandate for the Trilogue
The AGRI rapporteur for the 2018 budgetary procedure, Mr
Tibor Szányi (S&D, HU), is going to present his draft opinion on
the mandate for this year’s budgetary trilogue. This opinion is
going to contribute to an EP resolution prepared by the BUDG
committee as a first reaction to the 2018 draft budget which is
to be presented by the Commission in June. Agriculture
represents approximately 38% of the EU budget.

Laying down rules for the marketing of fertilisers in the EU

AGRI Members will debate the amendments tabled to the AGRI
draft opinion by Jan Huitema (ALDE, NL) on the Commission
proposal on marketing rules for fertilisers. Four committees are
involved in the Parliament: IMCO is the lead committee
whereas AGRI and ENVI are associated committees and INTA
will give a simple opinion. ENVI has exclusive competence on a
number of contaminants in Annex I, in particular cadmium.

Organic farming: update on trilogue negotiations

Martin Häusling (Greens, DE) will update Members on ongoing
trilogue negotiations on the future regulation on organic
farming. The second trilogue under the Maltese Presidency took
place on 22 March. A third trilogue is scheduled for 3 May.
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Integrated farm statistics
The Commission will present its legislative proposal on
‘integrated farm statistics’ to AGRI Members. This file, for which
Viorica Dăncilă (S&D, RO) is rapporteur, seeks to replace the
rules in place for carrying out the Farm Structure Survey (FSS)
which has existed since 1966 and provides harmonised data on
the structure and activities of EU farms, including a census
which takes place roughly every 10 years.

Next committee meeting
2 May 2017 (9.00 – 12.30 and 15.00 – 18.30)
3 May 2017 (9.00 – 12.30)
Brussels

Useful links
AGRI website Calendar of AGRI meetings
Webstreaming EP Press releases on agriculture
Meeting documents Minutes of previous meetings
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